
A guide to planning your

Golden Charter
Prepaid Direct Cremation Funeral Plan

Brought to you from an Independent Funeral Director 
who has nearly 200 years of experience looking after 

families on the Island. We are the only funeral directors 
based on the Isle of Wight dedicated to this style of service
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How does a direct 
cremation work?
A direct cremation separates the 
celebration of life from the cremation.  
The cremation takes place without a 
minister or mourners attending the 
crematorium, and allows you and 
your family the freedom to celebrate 
your loved one at a time, place and 
venue of their choosing. We carry out 
this service in the same dignified, 
professional way as we would for 
any funeral that we undertake. The 
simple nature of a direct cremation is 
reflected in the price.

What’s the benefits of 
taking out a prepaid funeral 
plan in advance?
More and more people choose to 
plan ahead. A Golden Charter Direct 
Cremation funeral plan provides a 
way for you to make arrangements 
in advance for a dignified direct 
cremation. What’s more, a funeral plan 
offers total security and allows you to 
pay the cost at today’s prices.

We use Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
because they are the UK’s leading 
independent funeral plan provider.

The Direct Cremation plan is becoming 
more popular with customers who 
don’t want a traditional funeral service, 
but who do want to make their wishes 
known and avoid rising cremation costs.

What are the payment 
options?
Golden Charter funeral plans are 
available to everyone

You can pay for your plan in full upfront 
or we can offer a payment plan to spread 
the cost. Payment plans are subject 
to status. You may also be interested 
to know that if you wish to pay in 
instalments, this is entirely possible. 

There is a minimum of £49 deposit 
required - although you can pay more - 
and monthly installments are fixed. The 
maximum term available is determined 
by your age, with 12 months available 
for persons aged 78 years or over 
increasing to 36 months for age 77 
years and so on. The 12 months term is 
available irrespective of your age.

How much is a direct 
cremation prepaid funeral 
plan?
We have 2 options to choose from:

or

Our ‘Island Way’
is £1,950
This is for a direct cremation at the 
Isle of Wight Crematorium.

Our ‘Wessex Way’ 
is £1,750 
this is for a direct cremation at a 
mainland crematorium.  We offer 
this option for families that would 
like to take advantage of the savings 
that mainland crematoriums offer. 



What’s the difference 
between Isle of Wight Direct 
Cremation and a mainland 
provider? 

To start with, we are based here 
on the Island. We can promptly 
take your loved one into our care 
without the need for travelling 
over by ferry involving potentially 
lengthy and distressing delays.

We can meet you face to face 
either at our island offices or in 
the comfort of your own home, or 
if you prefer we can make all the 
arrangements over the phone.

Rather than courier the ashes back 
to you, we provide a more personal 
service by returning them to you 
at home or arranging collection 
at our Bembridge or East Cowes 
office. We are locals too and 
understand the local community.

You are in the hands of a 
trusted local expert

The Weaver family have been 
independent funeral directors for nearly 
200 years and are proud to be the 
longest established undertakers on the 
Isle of Wight. Over the years we have 
been asked to carry out simple, direct 
cremations by families whose wishes 
are that there is no funeral service 
before the cremation or, that the 
service is unattended with no minister 
and unattended by family or friends.  

Demand has grown so much that we 
decided to set up a dedicated service 
here on the Isle of Wight, ‘Isle of Wight 
Direct Cremation’. Unlike mainland 
providers we are here to meet you in 
person to carry out your instructions 
and wishes. In a nutshell, a direct 
cremation service for the Isle of Wight 
by an Isle of Wight independent 
funeral directors. With our extensive 
experience and distinctive personal, 
caring service, we are passionate 
about supporting families when they 
need us most. 

Why is there an ‘Island’  
and a ‘Wessex’ direct 
cremation option?

Even though the cremations are 
unattended you may prefer for your 
loved one to be cremated on the island.  
Alternatively you may feel comfortable 
with the cremation taking place on 
the mainland. Mainland crematoriums 
offer more competitive rates than the 
Isle of Wight.  Since the cremation is 
unattended we want to pass on the 
savings to our families that mainland 
crematoriums can offer and give you 
choice.
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Choosing to take out a 
Golden Charter prepaid 
funeral plan means 
you can pay the cost 
up front and avoid 
leaving your loved ones 
any financial burden. It 
also allows you to avoid 
rising costs. 

You can also specify 
your wishes for the type 
of ‘send off’ you want, 
whilst making things 
easier for your family at 
a difficult time. And as 
our plan holders often 
tell us, that can be a big 
weight off your mind. 
A prepaid funeral plan 
offers total security 
and there are flexible 
payment options too.

Who is Golden 
Charter?
Golden Charter is the 
UK’s market leader for 
providing prepaid funeral 
plans to independent 
funeral directors since 
1989. Your funds are 
placed into Golden 
Charter Trust and the 
Trust will pay out for every 
plan that pays into it.

During the last few years and 
at its most recent valuation, the 
audited accounts of Golden Charter 
Trust have shown that it is over 100% 
funded. The net assets are in excess of 
£1 billion. As at March 2021, if all plans 
were cancelled by all plan holders, there 
would be sufficient funds available to repay 
all plan holders. There is no better time to 
take out a funeral plan than today!
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We are proud to be 
Golden Charter Funeral 
Planner of the Year 
2020 Regional Award 
winner for London and 
southern England



Where are you based?
We have offices based in 
Bembridge & East Cowes so you 
can come in, or call us on 01983 
632598 or visit us online at www 
isleofwightdirectcremation.co.uk. 
With over 190 years of experience we 
are on hand to make a difficult time 
easier.

Can anyone take out a 
prepaid funeral plan? 
Yes, Golden Charter funeral plans 
are available to all UK residents, 
regardless of age or state of health.

What if I choose to pay 
monthly?
12 month payment plans are available 
to anyone 78 years or over. If you are 
77 a term of 36 months is available,  
aged 76 a term of 48 months and   
so on.

Why is there a £249 
Golden Charter 
administration fee? 
The money you pay for your plan is 
held in Trust. Golden Charter cannot 
use the Trust’s money for any part of 
their operational needs. This one off 
fee is raised to administer and set up 
the plan.

Can I take out a plan for 
anyone else?
Yes, we can simply complete the plan 
holder’s representative section on the 
application form, and we’ll arrange for 
all correspondence to be sent to you. 

Can I transfer my plan to 
someone else? 
Yes this is possible and free of charge.

Will my family have to pay 
more when the time to 
comes? 
The funeral director’s professional 
fees (including coffin) are 
guaranteed. Third party costs i.e. 
the crematorium and doctor’s fees 
may rise if the growth of the plan is 
unable to keep up with them. In our 
experience this is unlikely to be  
the case. 

What happens if you go 
out of business?  
In this unlikely event, you can rest 
assured your plan is held with Golden 
Charter and can be transferred 
to another independent funeral 
director. 

What should I do when a 
plan holder dies? 
Simply call us day or night and we 
can guide you every step of the way.  

What happens if the plan 
holder dies before the plan 
is paid in full? 
The Trust will pay out all the money 
that has been paid into the plan for 
you to put towards the cost of the 
cremation. 

What are the ashes   
returned in?
The ashes will be returned in a 
simple biodegradable box which is 
included in our price, or can be put 
into a scatter tube of your choice for 
additional £25. If your intention is to 
bury the ashes we can provide a light 
oak veneer ashes casket fitted with 
name plate for additional £85.
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1.  If you would like to take out a prepaid direct cremation funeral 
plan then we can complete the form either over the phone, in one 
of our two offices, Bembridge or East Cowes. Or we can visit you at 
home. We advise filling out the forms together to make sure they 

are completed correctly.

Next Steps

2.  We will send your forms and method of payment to Golden 
Charter who will activate your funeral plan and send you a letter 

and copy of your plan to confirm that it is active.  

It really is simple and straightforward

Islandwide
service

Testimonials: 
‘Thank you for 

being so caring and 
compassionate 

when my Dad died. 
There were no 

hidden costs and 
they carried it out 
just the way my 

Dad wanted, can’t 
thank Isle of Wight 
Direct Cremation 
enough.’ Mrs V.C

‘Just a brief note 
to say thank you. 

We appreciate 
your kindness and 
thoughtfulness in 

looking after our uncle 
both before and after 
the cremation. Also 
in addition to your 

excellent and personal 
service.’ Mr J.T

‘Choosing a direct cremation 
for my husband, was so easy 

and far less upsetting. We 
were informed when it was 
taking place and able to be 
together to say goodbye to 
our loved one. You held our 

hand throughout the process 
with compassion and humility. 
Would recommend this style 
of cremation as we found it 
much less stressful.’ Mrs C.H

Link Road
East Cowes

PO32 6RN

Lane End Road, 
Bembridge 
PO35 5UE
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